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Vi High Commend

1, The V1 lilgh Commend is locuted in the former home Hr aged
peogle at 31 Seckendorffstresse, Berlin, It occuples 11
housas., The Command iz guarded by a Tachbereitschaft which
had been juartered in a house in the headguarters sres up
te mid-kiay 1950, but then moved to Adlershof.

2. The VI High Commend is orgenized into the ™faujptverwultung
Deutsche Volkspolizei® (HVDVYI: Main Administration of German
Volksjolizel) and the "Hau,tverwzltung fuer susbildung”
(HVA: waln addministration for Training).

BVDVE

3, Irior to 21 June 1950 the HVDVI was headed by the late Dr.h.c.
Kurt Fischer who wes also Commander-in-Chief of the entire
Volksipolizeil., The Losition of first de,uty chief and polit-
culture chief was vacant. 1t had been occujied by General-
ins,ekteur {(major general) Karlheinz Hoffmunn. Second
Deputy chief was Generalins ekteur Gustav Muler and third
deyuty chief Gensralinspekteur Willl Seifferth. ** The
secretarlat was headed by Jnspyekteur Dr, zZngelhardt (fnu).
The HVDVEI was ccugosed of the following Haugtabillungen
{departments): folit--Culture Deiartment» headed by Chef-
insiekteur Herbert Gruenstein; lersornel Degartment,
heuded by Chefinspekteur Richard Venzel; ** JAdministration
an¢ Supply Depurtment,; headed by Chefinsjekteur Glasser;
Safety iolice Dejurtient, headed by Chefins.ckteur utrieger
{fnu); Criminal iolice Dajurtment, hesded by lns;skteur
Qdiatlik {fnu); “rens,ortation iolice Degartment, heaied by
Chefinsgekteur Horbert Hurrklotz; ** Fire solice Department;
Border iolice De artmendt sna Letention Department., -~ ¢
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The Dentention Department was headed by Inspekteur Kurl
Gerting who had worked with the K~5 Dejartment of the
former DVAI (Deutsche Verwaltung des Innern-German Ad-
minstration of the Interior) until it was dissolved. *7
Officers of the Detention Uepartment included lusgekteur
Heingz Merguardt, formerly with the Berlin polics head -
guarters; Inspekteur Wslter wegner, who attended the
Moscow Lenin University for several years ané was later
chief of the iarty Control Commission of the iolit-Culture
Depurtment; snd Kommandeur liuth (fnu), formerly chief of
secretariat at the Berlin police headquarters. Tie Detenticn
Department (Hauptabteilung Laftsachen:HS) was established
under the designution x as early as October 1949. 1t wes
given its jresent desicrnation after the dissolution of the
concentration camps. 1t now controls all penitentiuaries
and prisons housing former concentratlon caumyp inmates,

The IVA is the superior authority for all ;arumilitary Vi
units, such as VI Bereitschaften and VI schools.

Until the govarnment deerss of mid-iierch 1950 the Vi liigh
Cormand included &S its third msin administration the
"Lauptverwaltung zum schutze der Wirtschaft und des Volks-
eigentums" (Mein Administration for irotection of Lconomy
and reople's iroperty), which was converted into the
Ministry of State Security.

| |Gommenta The HVDVI was known %0 be located in Berline
Iilhelmsrun, The home for aged jpecile on oecken=
dorffstrusse is located in the suburb of Niederschoenhausen,
immediately east of wilhelmsruh, ond is composec of 1l
builéings, asccording to the city mep. The informution on

the location 1s therefore given credence.

| | Comment. Generalins,ekteure Gustav keler and weifferth
{Tnu) and Chefinspekteure Herbert Gruenstein, richard "ienzel
and Herbert Herrklotz were previously known to hold the
s,ecified positions. lns,skteur Gerting is known from re,orts
on a triil for kidna,ping before a U.3. Lilitary Court in
1549,
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